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The eyes of one teenage prostitute might reveal a  
history of sexual abuse at home, followed by years 
of being exploited and sold by a pimp on the 
streets, then incarceration or even death by age 20.  
The cycle of despair is rarely broken. 

 
LOOK CLOSELY
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Fortunately, america is beginning to examine the 

complex realities of sex trafficking, and Pennsylvania 

is poised to play a leadership role. The Pennsylvania 

Interbranch Commission for Gender, Racial, and Ethnic 

Fairness—The Commission for Fairness—is helping 

to promote a collaborative, proactive approach that 

focuses on identifying high-risk victims, rescuing 

sexually exploited teens, and prosecuting traffickers.

Read on and discover how the Commission works to 

raise awareness, address inequities, and secure fairness 

and equal justice in Pennsylvania’s court system. Every 

day, justice hangs in the balance.

         COntEntS  

1

CRIMINAL OR VICTIM?
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Domestic Violence and Sexual  
Assault Victims Committee

In Pennsylvania, and throughout the United States, thousands  
of women and children are being lured into human trafficking,  
often through prostitution. The average age of entry into the  
commercial sex industry here is between 12 and 14 years old.  
Statistics show most of these children live only five to seven  
more years. The law enforcement response is typically to prose-
cute the victim, not the traffickers or pimps. 

Experience teaches that arresting victims of prostitution 

doesn’t address the many underlying issues or stem the flow  

of criminal activity. The problems are complex but one thing  

is certain: an integrated approach is needed.

The Commission for Fairness is playing a key role as part of  

its mandate to address disparities and seek fairness throughout 

the state’s justice system. Our Domestic Violence and Sexual 

Assault Victims Committee is collaborating with anti-human 

trafficking coalitions and supporting mandatory posting of 

hotline information and other legislation. In October 2011, the 

Committee will host comprehensive training for law enforce-

ment, prosecutors, and child protective services workers.  

Attendees will be taught how to identify high-risk victims and 

better use existing human trafficking laws against the perpe-

trators of these heinous crimes.  

REDEFINING 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Our goal is to create a multidisciplinary approach to fairness 

for Pennsylvania’s women and children caught in commercial 

sexual exploitation.

Increasing Courthouse Safety
Victims of domestic violence and 

sexual assault are finding relief in the 

form of increased courthouse safety 

thanks to another initiative of the 

Commission. The Domestic Violence 

and Sexual Assault Victims Committee 

continues to educate court adminis-

trators, judges, and victims’ advocates 

on how to implement recommenda-

tions in the Commission’s 2010 report “And Safety for All:  

A Guide for Making the Courts Safe for Victims of Domestic  

Violence and Sexual Assault.” The Commission widely distrib-

uted the publication during the year.

Domestic violence cases 
present safety challenges 
to the victims and to the 
courts. The Commission’s 
manual, “And Safety for All,” 
includes a safety checklist  
for courthouses and court-
related facilities.

Roberta D. Liebenberg, Esq., 
Chair

Lucille Marsh, Esq. 
Bernadette Eyler Smith, CFP
Ellen Kramer, Esq.       
Joyce Lukima    
Steven Turner, Esq.

Current 
Committee 
Members

Hugh Organ of Covenant House 
Pennsylvania leads the Philadelphia 
Anti-Trafficking Coalition, an alli- 
ance of social service, government, 
and law enforcement agencies.  
The Coalition provides a coordi- 
nated response to identifying and  
assisting human trafficking victims.

A 12-year-old child  
entrapped in sex traffick- 
ing can only expect to  
live another 5 to 7 years.

100,000 
to 
300,000
American children are   
 sold for sex each year.
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Jacob Kittilstad, Decriminalizing Victims Proposed to Crack-Down on MN Sex Trafficking, 
Fox 21 online, May 5, 2011, available at 
http://www.fox21online.com/news/mn-sex-trafficking-crack-down-proposed-decriminalizing-victims
United States Census Bureau, The 2011 Statistical Abstract, Table 102. Expectation of Life at 
Birth, 1970 to 2007, and Projections, 2010 to 2020 (2011), available at 
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/2011/tables/11s0102.pdf

Patricia Leigh Brown, In Oakland, Redefining Sex Trade Workers as Abuse Victims, N.Y. 
Times, May 24, 2011, at A13 available at
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/24/us/24oakland.html?_r=3&sq=%22Sex%20Trade%20Workers%2
2&st=cse&adxnnl=1&scp=1&adxnnlx=1313276416=HwrdafpUyQcsDTid9Vez6A

Smith, Linda A., Snow, Melissa A. & Vardaman, Samantha Healy, The National Report on 
Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking: America’s Prostituted Children, Shared Hope International, 
May, 2009, at 4, 75 available at
http://www.sharedhope.org/Portals/0/Documents/SHI_National_Report_on_DMST_2009.pdf

U.S. Department of Justice, Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section, Child 
Prostitution, Domestic Trafficking of Minors, available at http://www.justice.gov/
criminal/ceos/prostitution.html

Richard J. Estes & Neil Alan Weiner, Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico, University of Pennsylvania (2001), available at
http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/restes/CSEC_Files/Exec_Sum_020220.pdf

Francis T. Miko, Trafficking in Persons: The U.S. and International Response, 
Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress (Updated July 7, 2006), available at
http://www.usembassy.it/pdf/other/RL30545.pdf
U.S. Department of State Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, 
Trafficking in Persons Report 2011 (2011), available at 
http://www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/tiprpt/2011/index.htm

Polaris Project at www.polarisproject.org
The Project to End Human Trafficking at http://www.endhumantrafficking.org

http://www.polarisproject.org
http://www.endhumantrafficking.org
http://www.fox21online.com/news/mn-sex-trafficking-crack-down-proposed-decriminalizing-victims
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/24/us/24oakland.html?_r=3&sq=%22Sex%20Trade%20Workers%22&st=cse&adxnnl=1&scp=1&adxnnlx=1313276416=HwrdafpUyQcsDTid9Vez6A
http://www.sharedhope.org/Portals/0/Documents/SHI_National_Report_on_DMST_2009.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/criminal/ceos/prostitution.html
http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/restes/CSEC_Files/Exec_Sum_020220.pdf
http://www.usembassy.it/pdf/other/RL30545.pdf
http://www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/tiprpt/2011/index.htm
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/2011/tables/11s0102.pdf
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Jury pools should represent a fair cross section of their local  
communities, but unfortunately, throughout the Commonwealth 
some of them do not.

Jury Service CommitteeEqual Opportunity  
and Diversity Committee

Quantifying Minority Representation
Statistics show minority representation on juries to be lacking 

but the extent of the problem varies by judicial district. The 

Commission for Fairness continues to advance its recommenda-

tions to standardize jury selection, including key steps courts  

can take to quantify minority participation, as outlined in its report 

to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 

Jury Service Committee members and Commission staff are  

currently preparing a supplement to districts’ standard jury ques-

tionnaires to obtain demographic information, specifically race 

and ethnic background, from prospective jurors. The Commis-

sion’s goal is to help judicial districts establish minority represen-

tation baselines to track jury diversity on an ongoing basis.

Surveying Statewide Juror List
Pennsylvania owes its citizens noth-

ing less than fair and systematic jury 

selection and a significant increase  

in diversity and public participation. 

An inclusive juror source list is an 

important part of this equation. After 

playing a key role in the passage of 

Act 37 and the creation of the State-

wide Juror List, the Commission is 

now surveying judicial districts on their use of the new list.  

The survey results will be shared with the AOPC to make the  

list as easy for the districts to use as possible. 

Creating More Success 
The Commission’s suggested standardized procedures for 

 jury selection are finding success. The Supreme Court Rules  

Committee consulted the recommendations when drafting  

a new rule governing changes in the voir dire process. The Jury 

Service Committee is now collaborating with regional  

groups of trial attorneys and others to implement additional 

recommendations.

“Because our judicial system depends on  
the public’s confidence, increased minority 
representation on Commonwealth juries  
ensures our judicial system is fair and im-
partial in the eyes of the people we serve.” 
—Judge Stephanie A. Domitrovich
     Court of Common Pleas, Erie County

Delaware County provides a statewide model for procedures guid-
ing the appointment of counsel for indigent defendants. A recent 
survey of judicial districts shed light on the county’s best practices, 
including written guidelines, rotating appointment systems, and 
independent administration of appointments. 

As a follow-up to the survey, The Commission for Fairness is  

now working with the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to inform 

judges and administrators about these and other models  

that increase diversity and inclusiveness in court appointments. 

The Commission recently submitted to a new Ad Hoc Pennsyl-

vania Supreme Court Committee proposed amendments to the 

Pennsylvania Code of Judicial Conduct prohibiting discrimina-

tion and harassment by judges and courthouse personnel. The 

Commission’s Equal Opportunity and Diversity Committee also 

continues to work with regional bar associations to gain support 

for proposed changes that strengthen the rules of professional 

conduct for attorneys in the same manner. 

The Commission’s manual on creating a diverse court workforce 

is now the go-to guide for judges and administrators looking  

to increase minority and female employment and ensure that 

their courthouse workforces better reflect society as a whole. 

The Commission will continue to widely distribute “Creating a 

Diverse Workforce in the Pennsylvania Courts: A Manual for Suc-

cess,” as well as “Achieving Fairness Through Bias-Free Behavior.”

IntegRatIng PennSyLvanIa’S JuRIeS
InCReaSIng FaIRneSS In  
aPPOIntMentS and eMPLOyMent

Honorable Kim Berkeley Clark 
(left) of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Allegheny County  
appointed LaTammie D. Bivins, 
Esq., to the Juvenile Division  
of the Allegheny County Office  
of Conflict Counsel

The Honorable Stephanie 
A. Domitrovich of the Court 
of Common Pleas of Erie 
County, Jury Committee 
member, observes a citizen 
reviewing the draft addition 
to the PA juror questionnaire.

Lynn A. Marks, Esq., Chair
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Hon. Doris Smith-Ribner
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Members
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large view

Pennsylvania Bar Association, Women in the Profession 2006-2011 Report Cards (2011),  
at 6, 11, available at  
http://www.pabar.org/public/committees/womenprf/pubs/wipreportcards.asphttp://www.pabar.
org/public/committees/womenprf/pubs/wipreportcards.asp
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Dr. Burrell Brown, Esq., is past chair of the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission and a 

current Commission member. A professor and chair of the Business and Economics De-

partment at California University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Brown has served as vice president 

of APSCUF, the 5,000-member union for faculty and coaches in the Pennsylvania State 

System of Higher Education.  

Dr. Brown practices primarily in the area of employment law.  He writes and speaks about 

diversity issues throughout the state. Dr. Brown was past president and founding mem-

ber of the Homer S. Brown Law Association and past president and founding member 

of the Pittsburgh chapter of the National Black M.B.A. Association.  He also served for 20 

years on the legal counsel to the Pennsylvania State NAACP and was also past president 

of the organization. Dr. Brown was appointed by Governor Schweiker as a member of the 

Governor’s Advisory Commission on African American Affairs. 

Dr. Brown holds a J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law and an M.B.A. from 

the University of Pittsburgh School of Business.  He is a graduate of California University 

of Pennsylvania with a B.S. in education (physics). 

dr. Burrell a. Brown, Esq.

The Honorable Kim Berkeley Clark is a judge in the Family Division of the Court of Com-

mon Pleas of Allegheny County, Fifth Judicial District. She was appointed by then Gov-

ernor Tom Ridge and elected in 1999. Judge Clark is one of the newest members of the 

Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission for Gender, Racial, and Ethnic Fairness. 

Judge Clark was named president of the Allegheny County Bar Association for 2005-2006, 

the first judge and first African American woman to hold the prestigious position. For 

nearly 16 years, she served as an assistant and deputy district attorney. Judge Clark has a 

J.D. from Duquesne University Law School and a B.A. from Tennessee State University in 

Nashville.

the honorable Kimberly Berkeley Clark

Robert Listenbee, Esq., comes to the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission following his 

distinguished service to the Interbranch Commission on Juvenile Justice.  Mr. Listenbee 

has been a trial lawyer at the Defender Association of Philadelphia since 1986 and chief of 

the Juvenile Unit since 1997. 

Wilkes University recently honored Mr. Listenbee for advancing the cause of juvenile 

justice in the Commonwealth.  He has served on a number of boards and committees 

that advocate for the rights and interests of children, including Philadelphia Citizens for 

Children and Youth, Philadelphia Safe and Sound, the Disproportionate Minority Contact 

Subcommittee of the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, and the 

Northeast Region Defender Center. He is currently involved in the MacArthur Founda-

tion’s Models for Change Initiative in Pennsylvania.

robert l. listenbee, Esq. 

The Honorable Elizabeth A. Doyle is a judge in the Court of Common Pleas of Blair 

County. Judge Doyle was one of the original members of the Pennsylvania Interbranch 

Commission for Gender, Racial, and Ethnic Fairness, having been named a designee of 

the President Pro Tempore of the Pennsylvania Senate. Although she resigned from the 

full Commission in 2011, Judge Doyle still serves as a member of the Commission’s  

Criminal Justice Committee.

the honorable Elizabeth a. doyle

Gladys Miller-Russell, a pioneer among African American women, blazed a trail in Pitts-

burgh with her professional roles in the fields of politics, social work, education, and 

special education. During the late 1960s, she supported civil rights efforts and worked 

with juveniles in New York City, then returned to Pittsburgh and enrolled in the Univer-

sity of Pittsburgh’s master’s program in social work. One of the first 50 African Americans 

accepted in the program, she received her advanced degree in 1971 and moved into a 

position with what is now known as the Children’s Institute. As a project director there, 

she was responsible for implementing a pilot program that identified and served infants 

and young children, and her work became a national model.  In the late 1970s she was 

named the first African American woman to serve the cabinet of a mayor of Pittsburgh. 

Her other professional roles included implementing a new field placement program for 

juveniles in detention.  

By the 1980s, Ms. Miller-Russell served several community-wide leadership positions, 

including as board secretary of the N.A.A.C.P. Pittsburgh chapter and board secretary 

for A.R.C. Allegheny. She later served as the first African American chair of the 18th Ward 

Democratic Committee and played key roles in statewide judicial campaigns. Today, Ms. 

Miller-Russell is retired from the Allegheny Correctional System, where she served as the 

first licensed mental health social worker.  She has been a part of the Pennsylvania Inter-

branch Commission since 2005 and continues to provide her expertise to the Commis-

sion’s Criminal Justice Committee.

Gladys Miller-russell

Khadija T. Diggs, Esq., chair of the Criminal Justice Committee of the Pennsylvania 

Interbranch Commission, is a deputy public defender in the Allegheny County 

Office of the Public Defender in Pittsburgh. She has recently been designated 

to take the lead on indigent defense reform initiatives of the office, along with 

directing the Pre-Trial Service Division.  

Ms. Diggs is a seasoned trial attorney and administrator who, in between being 

an assistant public defender and returning to the office as a deputy director in 

2004, went on to practice as an assistant city solicitor in Pittsburgh. Her responsi-

bilities included a broad range of general municipal law and litigation, including 

a stint as the acting police legal advisor for the City of Pittsburgh Police Depart-

ment.  Ms. Diggs left the Solicitor’s Office to become an assistant federal public 

defender for the Western District of Pennsylvania where she ran the branch 

office in Erie.  For a year and a half, she coordinated “BluePrint,” an innovative 

federally-funded juvenile offender re-entry demonstration project in Pittsburgh.

Ms. Diggs earned a juris doctorate from Howard University School of Law and a 

bachelor’s degree in psychology from Fisk University.

Khadija t. diggs, Esq. 

Bernadette Eyler Smith, CFP, a senior portfolio manager with Fifth Third Bank, has more 

than 20 years of investment management experience. She currently implements tailored 

investment strategies for private and institutional clients and manages fiduciary, agency, 

and individual retirement accounts as well as charitable endowments.  She also serves as 

the managing executive of Fifth Third’s Women’s Financial Group.  Prior to joining the bank 

in 2004, she worked for PNC Advisors for 12 years and spent eight years in the Washington, 

D.C. area in the trust department of NationsBank and as a financial consultant with Prudential 

Securities. 

She holds the Certified Financial Planner designation and is a member of the Financial 

Planning Association. Her community roles including serving on boards of the Women & 

Girls Foundation, FISA Foundation, the YWCA Greater Pittsburgh Restaurant Franchise and 

Gilda’s Club of Western Pennsylvania and as a volunteer for the Women’s Center and Shelter 

of Greater Pittsburgh.  Ms. Smith joined the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission in 2009 

following an appointment by Governor Rendell.

Bernadette Eyler smith, CFp

Lucille Marsh, Esq., is an attorney with Kreder Brooks Hailstone LLP of Scranton, Pennsylvania.  

Her areas of practice are civil litigation, mediation and arbitration, family law, and insurance 

law.  She is a member of the Pennsylvania Defense Institute, the Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers 

Association/Pennsylvania Association for Justice, and the Pennsylvania Bar Association, Judi-

cial Campaign Advertising Committee, among other roles. 

She is also a mediator with the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania. Her 

past roles include serving the Third Circuit Lawyers Advisory Committee, the Civil Justice 

Reform Act Advisory Group for the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, 

the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Domestic Relations Committee, and the PBA Judicial 

Evaluation Commission. She was appointed to the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission in 

2005. 

Ms. Marsh has served as lecturer for the Pennsylvania Trial Lawyers Association and the Penn-

sylvania Bar Institute and as an instructor for Keystone College. She earned her J.D. from The 

Dickinson School of Law and B.A. in political science from Chatham University. 

lucille Marsh, Esq.

Roberta D. Liebenberg, Esq., serves as chair of the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission’s 

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Victims Committee. She is a senior partner at  

Fine Kaplan and Black in Philadelphia and focuses her practice on class actions, antitrust and 

complex commercial litigation. 

Ms. Liebenberg has written and lectured extensively on a range of subjects, including  

antitrust, class actions, consumer financial services litigation and expert witness testimony, 

and issues pertaining to gender, racial, and ethnic fairness in the justice system.

She was the recipient of the 2008 Sandra Day O’Connor Award by the Philadelphia Bar 

Association. In 2007, The National Law Journal named her one of the 50 Most Influential 

Women Lawyers in America. In 2008, 2009 and 2010, she was named as one of the Top Ten 

Super Lawyers in Pennsylvania by Philadelphia Magazine, the only woman to receive such 

an honor.  In April, 2003, she was named as the first recipient of the Lynette Norton Award by 

the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Commission on Women in the Profession. 

Ms. Liebenberg is currently the chair of the American Bar Association’s Commission on Wom-

en in the Profession, whose first chair was Hillary Rodham Clinton. Ms. Liedenberg served 

as chair of the ABA Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary from 2006–2007. Prior to 

that appointment, she served as the Third Circuit representative on the Standing Committee 

from 2005-2006.  She co-chaired the Practitioners’ Reading Group in connection with the 

Standing Committee’s evaluations of Supreme Court Justices Sotomayor and Kagan in 2009 

and 2010.  From 2003 to 2005, Ms. Liebenberg was a member of the Board of Governors of 

the ABA, representing Pennsylvania and New Jersey.  She also was one of the founders of 

“DirectWomen,” an ABA initiative to enable women lawyers to prepare for service as directors 

on corporate boards.

roberta d. liebenberg, Esq. 

Samuel S. Yun, Esq., is chief counsel for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania State  

Employees’ Retirement System (SERS).  He previously served as acting chief counsel and 

deputy chief counsel at SERS and as an assistant counsel at the Pennsylvania Department  

of Revenue.  Prior to joining government service, Mr. Yun was associated with the law firms 

of K&L Gates (then Kirkpatrick & Lockhart) in Pittsburgh and McNees, Wallace & Nurick  

in Harrisburg and was managing shareholder at the firm of Yun & Associates, P.C. in  

Philadelphia.  

In 2009, Governor Rendell reappointed Mr. Yun for a fourth term as a member of the Penn-

sylvania Interbranch Commission.  Active in the Pennsylvania Bar Association, he was the 

former minority-at-large governor on its Board of Governors and sat on the Pension, Invest-

ment, Audit and Nominating Committees of the Board.  He was a past chairperson for the 

PBA Minority Bar Committee and also a member of the Business Law Section and Govern-

ment Lawyers Committee.  Mr. Yun served as the treasurer and is presently the secretary for 

the Government Lawyers Section of the Dauphin County Bar Association.  

He graduated cum laude from the Duquesne University School of Law and clerked for  

the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.  Before becoming a lawyer, Mr. Yun for ten years was a 

businessman in California.

samuel s. yun, Esq. 

Samuel Tyrone Cooper, III, Esq., was a member of the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission 

from 2005 to 2011 and served as a distinguished member of the Equal Opportunity and 

Diversity Committee. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Cooper has served a number of other professional and communi-

ty roles, including as a member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association Board of Governors, the 

PBA’s Task Force on Student Loan Forgiveness and Repayment Assistance, and the Pennsylva-

nia Continuing Legal Education Board. 

Mr. Cooper is an attorney with Dilworth Paxson, LLC, where he focuses his practice on 

municipal finance, real estate, land use, municipal government, and business law and estates. 

He represents clients in real estate development, commercial and residential acquisitions 

involving conventional mortgage financing, debt and equity financing, industrial develop-

ment authority financing, and financing involving state and local governmental entities as 

participating lenders. Mr. Cooper’s public finance practice entails serving as bond counsel, 

co-bond counsel, underwriter’s counsel, project counsel, and special project counsel in vari-

ous publicly and privately-financed projects, including new construction, renovation, and 

refinancing. The Legal Intelligencer named Mr. Cooper one of the 2009 “Diversity Attorneys 

of the Year.”

samuel tyrone Cooper, iii, Esq.

Jacqueline M. D’Angelo, Esq., is one of the original members of the Pennsylvania Inter-

branch Commission. As chair of the Equal Opportunity and Employment Committee, 

she has been instrumental in numerous Commission projects and reports, including the 

recent publication of “Creating a Diverse Workforce in the Pennsylvania Courts: A Manual 

for Success.” 

Ms. D’Angelo is a deputy attorney general for the Pennsylvania Office of Attorney Gen-

eral, Bureau of Consumer Protection, in the Philadelphia Regional Office. She earned a 

joint degree of juris doctor and master of public administration from Suffolk University 

Law School and Sawyer School of Management.  Ms. D’Angelo received her bachelor’s 

degree in government and law from Lafayette College.

Jacqueline M. d’angelo, Esq. 

Kathleen D. Wilkinson, Esq., a partner in the Philadelphia office of Wilson Elser, handles 

products, insurance, construction, premises, brokers, and professional liability cases.   

Her clients include a major insurance brokerage firm, construction companies, and major 

products manufacturers. Ms. Wilkinson has tried cases to verdict and has argued  

before the Superior Court. She also is a technical writer for self-insured municipalities 

regarding their insurance policies and has written extensively on insurance issues for 

industry and legal publications. Ms. Wilkinson participated in Wilson Elser’s Equity  

Partner and Associate Focus Committees and worked on implementing part-time  

policies for lawyers at the firm. 

She serves the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission’s Equal Opportunity and Diversity 

Committee. Her other professional roles include previously co-chairing the Philadelphia 

Bar Association and PBA’s Women in the Profession Committees. She was a founding 

member of Villanova University’s School of Law J. Willard O’Brien Inn of Court, and 2004 

became the first woman president of the Inn of Court. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court 

appointed Ms. Wilkinson to serve the Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence Committee from 

2006 to 2008.

Kathleen d. Wilkinson, Esq.

Lisette M. McCormick, Esq., serves as executive director of the Pennsylvania Interbranch 

Commission, where she directs the implementation of recommendations from the 2003 

study on racial and gender bias by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 

Ms. McCormick has focused her career on public interest law, beginning with a position 

as a staff attorney for Neighborhood Legal Services Association in Pittsburgh.  She moved 

to the Allegheny County Public Defender’s Office and served in the trial division there for 

several years before taking a position as assistant counsel and deputy attorney general 

for the Toxic Waste Unit of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.  

Ms. McCormick later spent nine years in private practice with the law firm of Tabakin, 

Carroll and Curtin in Pittsburgh, focusing on environmental counseling and plaintiff’s 

employment litigation.  

She is a frequent lecturer on the findings of the Supreme Court study on racial and 

gender bias and is an active member of the Allegheny County Bar Association where she 

serves as a member of its Board of Governors, and past chair of the Women in the Law 

Division and co-chair of the Diversity Committee.  Ms. McCormick is an adjunct professor 

at Duquesne University School of Law and active in community service, including volun-

teering as an attorney for victims of domestic violence in Protection from Abuse cases 

and serving on the board of the Program for Female Offenders.

lisette M. McCormick, Esq. 

Helen Casale, Esq., a partner with Hangley Aronchick Segal & Pudlin, concentrates her 

practice in the area of domestic relations law, including child custody, divorce, support, 

adoption, property distribution, abuse actions, and domestic partnership disputes. She 

has represented clients in the finalization of second-parent adoption matters in New 

Jersey and Pennsylvania. Ms. Casale also has successfully argued in the Pennsylvania and 

New Jersey appellate courts on issues regarding custody, equitable distribution, and 

alimony. 

Attorney Casale graduated from Rutgers School of Law – Camden in 1994, receiving 

the National Association of Women Lawyers Award. She received her bachelor’s degree 

in communications from Lynchburg College, where she graduated cum laude in 1990. 

Helen served as a law clerk for the Honorable Martin A. Herman, Superior Court of New 

Jersey, Family Division, from 1994 to 1995. She is currently vice chair of the Pennsylvania 

Interbranch Commission and chair of its G.L.B.T. Committee. She has served the Commis-

sion since being appointed by Governor Edward G. Rendell in 2005.

helen Casale, Esq.

Lazar Kleit is currently the owner of LHK, a dispute resolution company. He is retired as 

the executive director of two public agencies, the Philadelphia Commission on Human 

Relations and the Philadelphia Fair Housing Commission.  During his distinguished career, 

Mr. Kleit served on the boards of the Jewish Labor Committee and the Jewish Commu-

nity Relations Council, among other community groups and professional associations.  

He was named to the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission in 2005 and currently serves 

the Commission’s Interpreter Services Committee and the G.L.B.T. Rights Committee.   

Mr. Kleit has lectured at Temple University and continues to serve the board of the Uni-

versity’s College of Liberal Arts’ alumni association.  He is a graduate of Temple University 

and a life-long resident of Philadelphia.

lazar h. Kleit

Nora Winkelman, Esq., is chief counsel for the Democratic Caucus of the Pennsylvania 

House of Representatives.  She has served in the position since 2009 and prior as  

executive deputy general counsel for legislative affairs in the Governor’s Office of  

General Counsel.

Among other previous roles, Ms. Winkelman was a shareholder in the Philadelphia law 

firm of Buchanan Ingersoll, concentrating her practice in the area of real estate and 

conducting multi-million dollar transactions involving, inter alia, the sale and purchase of 

commercial and residential real estate and loans and loan syndications. Her representa-

tion included banks and financial institutions as well as developers, investors, property 

managers, landlords and tenants. She is a past member of the Executive Committee of 

the Real Estate Section of the Philadelphia Bar Association and previously co-chair of the 

Section’s Committee on Financing and Securitization of Real Estate.  Attorney Winkelman 

is a graduate of Villanova University School of Law. 

The Speaker of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives recently reappointed  

Ms. Winkelman to the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission. She serves on the Commis-

sion’s G.L.B.T. Rights Committee.

nora Winkelman, Esq. 

A member of the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission’s Interpreter 

Services Committee, Leonard J. Rivera, Esq., is a partner in the law offices 

of MacElree Harvey in West Chester and Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. 

He focuses his practice on criminal defense cases, personal injury cases 

and general litigation. In addition, he is experienced in business-related 

immigration issues and family-specific immigration concerns. Mr. Rivera 

is licensed to practice in Federal Court, Eastern District and the United 

States Supreme Court.

Mr. Rivera was a sole practitioner from 1996 to 2002 and previously 

served the Physician Insurance Company in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsyl-

vania, and Arnelle & Hastie in Philadelphia. From 1989 to 1992 he was an 

assistant defender in the Dauphin County Public Defender’s Office  

in Harrisburg. 

In addition to serving the Commission, Rivera is a board member of  

La Comunidad Hispana, a member of the American Immigration  

Lawyers Association, and a member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association. 

He earned his LL.M. from the Beasley School of Law, Temple University, 

J.D. from The Dickinson School of Law, Penn State University, Carlisle, 

Pennsylvania, and B.A. in political science from Ursinus College in Colleg-

eville, Pennsylvania. 

leonard J. rivera, Esq. 

Chair of the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission, the Honorable Pedro A. Cortés served 

as Pennsylvania Secretary of State from 2003 to 2010. In that role, he was the state’s chief 

election official and oversaw business filings, charitable registration, notary commissions 

and professional licensure.  Cortés was the first confirmed Latino cabinet member and the 

longest serving Secretary of State in Pennsylvania history.  Currently, he serves as executive 

vice president of Everyone Counts, a global election solutions company. 

A lawyer by training, Secretary Cortés was the senior advisor for Latino affairs to three Penn-

sylvania governors.  He made recommendations to the governors and their administrations 

on policies, procedures, and legislation that enhanced the status of the Latino community in 

Pennsylvania. His professional pursuits have also included work with the Pennsylvania State 

Civil Service Commission and the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare.

Secretary Cortés has been the recipient of numerous awards, including Hispanic Business 

Magazine’s 100 Most Influential Hispanics in the United States; Multicultural Affairs Congress’ 

Delaware Valley’s Most Influential Latino; and the American Lawyer Media Lawyer on the Fast 

Track.  He earned his J.D. and M.P.A. from Penn State University and B.S. from the University of 

Massachusetts.  He also holds doctorate degrees honoris causa from King’s College, Harcum 

College and Widener University School of Law.

the honorable pedro a. Cortés

The Honorable Ida K. Chen served the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission from its incep-

tion in 2005 until 2010. She offered her expertise to the Interpreter Services Committee, and 

served as its chair for her entire six-year term.  The first Asian American female judge in the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Judge Chen since 1988 has presided in the Court of Com-

mon Pleas, the Family Court Division. She was appointed by Governor Robert Casey in 1987. 

She served as a trial attorney with the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission from 

1976 to 1986, and in 1986, was the first Asian American to be appointed to the Philadelphia 

Human Relations Commission. From 2003 to 2004, she chaired the Ethics Committee of the 

21st Century Review Forum for the City of Philadelphia.

the honorable ida K. Chen

Harold E. Dunbar, Esq., is Chief Deputy Attorney General of Pennsylvania’s Civil Rights En-

forcement Section of the Office of the Attorney General in Harrisburg. He previously served 

the Commonwealth as Chief Counsel for the Department of Aging, Chief Counsel for the 

Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency, Chief Counsel for the State Employees Retirement 

System, and Deputy Counsel for the Pennsylvania Senate. He has also served as Deputy At-

torney General for the Pennsylvania Crime Commission, where he supervised the Narcotics 

Control Strike Force. Mr. Dunbar worked in private practice in Harrisburg, Michigan, Maryland, 

and Washington D.C. 

He was appointed to serve the West Point Military Academy Review Committee for Penn-

sylvania and the Federal Judiciary Review Committee. He currently serves as Secretary on 

the Board of the City of Harrisburg Redevelopment Authority, and he is a member of the 

Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission. 

Mr. Dunbar graduated from Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and ob-

tained his law degree from The University of Virginia School of Law in Charlottesville, Virginia.

harold E. dunbar, Esq. 

Lynn A. Marks, Esq., is the executive director of Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts, a state-

wide nonpartisan organization working to reform Pennsylvania’s courts, particularly in the 

areas of judicial selection, judicial discipline, jury service, court funding, and increasing racial, 

gender, and ethnic fairness. She serves the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission as chair of 

the Jury Service Committee.  She is a member of the Advisory Board of Pennsylvania Coali-

tion Against Rape and the American Bar Association’s Commission on the American Jury. 

She previously served as a member of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court Committee on Racial 

and Gender Bias and co-chaired its gender fairness work. 

A University of Pennsylvania Law graduate, Ms. Marks is the author of a legal treatise on the 

rights of victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.  She has chaired the Boards of the 

Women’s Law Project, Living Beyond Breast Cancer and the National Clearinghouse for the 

Defense of Battered Women. She was named one of 25 Women of the Year 2008 by Ameri-

can Lawyer Media. She has received numerous awards, including the Philadelphia Bar Associ-

ation’s Sandra Day O’Connor Award and Alexander Hamilton Award as well as a Philadelphia 

City Council Proclamation “in tribute to her life’s work.” 

lynn a. Marks, Esq. 
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Same-Sex Marriages, Civil Unions, and Domestic Partnerships

Interpreter Services Committee

The basic fairness of the Pennsylvania court system is jeopard- 
ized if litigants with limited English proficiency do not have access 
to competent interpreters and other language assistance. 

The Commission continues its work to improve the availability 

of interpreter and translation services in the Commonwealth’s 

courts and administrative agencies. Among last year’s initiatives, 

the Commission co-sponsored training for Haitian Creole 

interpreters with Widener University’s Legal Education Institute 

and the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania. In September of  

this year, the Commission supported a similar program for inter- 

preters working in the Vietnamese language. Both followed  

the 2010 training for professionals interested in becoming certi-

fied interpreters in the Pennsylvania courts. 

Also during 2010, the Interpreter Services Committee arranged  

for the translation of key court documents in five languages, 

including Vietnamese, Kmer, Russian, Spanish, and Chinese. The 

documents are now available on the Administrative Office of 

Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC) website for easy access by judicial 

districts. 

“Demography is destiny.  
To grow, Pennsylvania must 
welcome work-authorized 
immigrants with open arms.”
—Anne O’Callaghan

      President, The Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians

EXPANDING  
INTERPRETER SERVICES

G.L.B.T. Rights Committee

Even Pennsylvania’s youngest citizens have an ally in  
The Commission for Fairness. Our Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and 
Transgendered Rights Committee addresses discrimin- 
ation based on sexual orientation, including legal barriers  
preventing adoption of children by same-sex couples.

In 2010, having completed a comprehensive investigation  

of second-parent adoption issues in the state, the Commission 

drafted a proposed rule to standardize procedures by judicial 

districts and eliminate barriers to such adoptions. A select 

group of practitioners and judges reviewed the procedural rule 

and the steps that must be followed when the adopter is the 

unmarried same-sex or heterosexual partner of the adoptee’s 

parent. The Commission has submitted the proposed rule to 

the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and is currently awaiting the 

Court’s response. 

In the coming months, the G.L.B.T. Rights Committee will begin 

educating the courts on other legal issues affecting members of the 

G.L.B.T. community, including complications Pennsylvania residents 

face in dissolving same-sex marriages obtained in other states. 

REmoVING 
DISCRImINATIoN

Bilingual criminal pro- 
tective orders in five of the 
state’s most commonly  
encountered languages  
are now online.

Leonard J. Rivera, Esq., Chair

Hon. Pedro A. Cortés
Lazar H. Kleit 
Lisa Herbert, Esq.
Andrés Urdaneta

Current 
Committee 
members

Helen E. Casale, Esq., Chair

Lazar H. Kleit
Lucille Marsh, Esq. 
Nora Winkelman, Esq. 
Lee Carpenter, Esq. 
Hon. Kathryn Mary Hens-Greco   

Current 
Committee 
members

Next up? The committee is con-

sidering ways to assist the AOPC in 

training judicial district personnel  

on Act 172 interpreter-services regula-

tions passed in 2010. 

Members are also working with the 

Philadelphia Bar Association to assist 

its Language Access Task Force and 

are planning ongoing training for at-

torneys on effective use of interpreter 

services during litigation. The 2011 sessions will follow up on  

an initial workshop for members of the Bar Association’s Family 

Law Section, The Philadelphia Story: The Language of Justice in 

Family Court. 

The Welcoming Center for 
New Pennsylvanians opens 
the doors of opportunity  
for new arrivals through vo- 
cational English and other 
initiatives, thereby enhanc-
ing the economic develop-
ment of our state. 
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source

source

Amara S. Chaudhry, Esq. heads the legal de-
partment of The Mazzoni Center in Phila-
delphia. Among other services, the Center 
helps individuals facing discrimination based 
on sexual orientation or gender identity.

National Conference of State Legislatures, Same-Sex Marriage, 
Civil Unions and Domestic Partnerships, available at 
http://www.ncsl.org/default.aspx?tabid=16430

The Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania, Bilingual Criminal 
Protective Orders, available at 
http://www.pacourts.us/Forms/BilingualCriminalProtectiveOrders.htm

http://www.ncsl.org/default.aspx?tabid=16430
http://www.pacourts.us/Forms/BilingualCriminalProtectiveOrders.htm
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The Commission for Fairness continues its important work to 
reduce disparities in the imposition of the death penalty, reform 
indigent defense, and improve juvenile justice.

Examining the Death Penalty 
In 2010, the Commission launched a major study 

of Pennsylvania’s capital justice system to consider 

whether racial, ethnic, or socioeconomic status  

influences administration of the death penalty. 

With the endorsement of the state’s Supreme 

Court, researchers from the Pennsylvania State 

University began collecting data in April 2011. 

While that phase advances, the Commission  

continues to seek additional funds to ensure that 

the comprehensive study can be completed within 24 months.

Considering Juvenile Justice
The Commission’s Criminal Justice Committee also supported 

multiple juvenile justice initiatives. In 2010, the committee  

created model procedures for juvenile record expungement 

and assisted the Juvenile Indigent Defense Action Network  

with planning to implement model units in several Pennsylvania 

counties.  Committee member Robert L. Listenbee, Esq.,  

played a critical role in the investigation of the failure of the  

juvenile justice system in Luzerne County. The committee  

continues to work in support of legislation designed to institu-

tionalize the study’s reform recommendations. 

Criminal Justice Committee

Reforming Indigent Defense 
The reform of Pennsylvania’s indigent defense system will take 

an important step forward with completion of the Pennsylvania 

Joint State Government Commission’s study. 

The result could be historic changes to our system and a future 

where the merits of a case, not the defendant’s socioeconomic 

status or access to fair representation, determine its outcome.  

The Commission, along with other stakeholders, plans to initiate a 

public awareness campaign focused on systematic reform.

ImPRovIng FaIRnEss In PEnnsylvanIa’s  
CRImInal JustICE systEm

amERICan baR assoCIatIon 10 PRInCIPlEs  
oF a PublIC DEFEnsE DElIvERy systEm

Gary Zagac (left),  
John Kramer (center), and  
Jeffery Ulmer of the  
Pennsylvania State University 
are collecting and compiling 
data for the Commission’s 
death penalty study.

Over the past 11 years, Penn-
sylvania’s death row has cost 
taxpayers over $27 Million.

Khadija T. Diggs, Esq., Chair

Burrell A. Brown, Esq. 
Honorable Kim Berkeley Clark 
Daniel E. Fitzsimmons, Esq.  
Robert L. Listenbee, Esq. 
Gladys Miller-Russell 
Honorable Elizabeth Doyle
Honorable Doris Smith-Ribner

Current 
Committee 
members

state Funding and oversight of Indigent Defense systems

	 1.	 The	public	defense	function,	including	the	selection,	
	 	funding,	and	payment	of	defense	counsel,	is	independent.

	 2.	Where	the	caseload	is	sufficiently	high,	the	public	defense		
	 	delivery	system	consists	of	both	a	defender	office	and	the		
	 	active	participation	of	the	private	bar.

	 3.	Clients	are	screened	for	eligibility,	and	defense	counsel		
	 	is	assigned	and	notified	of	appointment,	as	soon	as	feas-		
	 	ible	after	clients’	arrest,	detention,	or	request	for	counsel.

	 4.	Defense	counsel	is	provided	sufficient	time	and	a	confi-	
	 	dential	space	within	which	to	meet	with	the	client.

	 5.	Defense	counsel’s	workload	is	controlled	to	permit	the		
	 	rendering	of	quality	representation.

	 6.	Defense	counsel’s	ability,	training,	and	experience	match		
	 	the	complexity	of	the	case.

	 7.	The	same	attorney	continuously	represents	the	client		
	 	until	completion	of	the	case.

	 8.	There	is	parity	between	defense	counsel	and	the	prose-	
	 	cution	with	respect	to	resources,	and	defense	counsel		
	 	is	included	as	an	equal	partner	in	the	justice	system.

	 9.	Defense	counsel	is	provided	with,	and	required	to	attend,		
	 	continuing	legal	education.

	10.	Defense	counsel	is	supervised	and	systematically		
	 	reviewed	for	quality	and	efficiency	according	to	nation-	
	 	ally		and	locally	adopted	standards.
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read more

source

source

source

Riley Yates, Killer Costs, The Morning Call, July 23, 2011,  
available at 
http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvania/mc-pennsylva-
nia-death-row-costs-20110723,0,405479,full.story

Every year, the state Department of Corrections spends an 
estimated $10,000 more for each inmate on the country’s 
fourth largest death row, compared to other prisoners.  
Pennsylvania Department of Corrections

The cost per year for the average prisoner is $33,000;  
for Pennsylvania’s death row, the cost per year is $43,000.

Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, Office of Planning, 
Research, Statistics and Reentry, Cost and Population, at 2, 
available at 
http://www.cor.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/
researchstatistics/10669

It has been 12 years since Pennsylvania executed a convicted 
killer. 
Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, Executions 1995 to 
Present, available at 
http://www.cor.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/
deathpenalty/17351

Since 1999, death row has cost taxpayers more than $27 
million (227 inmates a year x 12 years x extra $10,000 a year).
Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, Executions 1995 to 
Present, available at 
http://www.cor.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/
deathpenalty/17351

Report of the National Right to Counsel Committee, Justice 
Denied: America’s Continuing Neglect of our Constitutional 
Right to Counsel, April 2009, available at 
http://www.constitutionproject.org/manage/file/139.pdf

American Bar Association, ABA Standing Committee on Legal Aid 
and Indigent Defendants, Ten Principles of a Public Defense Deliv-
ery System (2002), available at 
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/migrated/legalservices/
downloads/sclaid/indigentdefense/tenprinciplesbooklet.authcheckdam.pdf

http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvania/mc-pennsylvania-death-row-costs-20110723,0,405479,full.story
http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvania/mc-pennsylvania-death-row-costs-20110723,0,405479,full.story
http://www.cor.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/researchstatistics/10669
http://www.cor.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/researchstatistics/10669
http://www.cor.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/deathpenalty/17351
http://www.cor.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/deathpenalty/17351
http://www.cor.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/deathpenalty/17351
http://www.cor.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/deathpenalty/17351
http://www.constitutionproject.org/manage/file/139.pdf
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/migrated/legalservices/downloads/sclaid/indigentdefense/tenprinciplesbooklet.authcheckdam.pdf
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The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 
promotes equal justice in courthouses 
throughout the Commonwealth.

Dear Colleagues, 

Thank you for your interest in The Commission for Fairness. 

Pennsylvania citizens of every age and circumstance are benefitting 

from the important work we share in addressing disparities, fostering 

diversity, and seeking equal justice throughout the state’s court 

system. Since the Commission was established in 2005, our members 

and staff have dedicated countless hours and made great strides 

toward achieving the Commission’s goals. 

Recently, among other accomplishments, the Commission advanced 

two important objectives in our work to institute reform within our 

criminal justice system. In 2010 with the support of the Pennsylvania 

Supreme Court, we launched a major study of racial, ethnic, and 

socioeconomic disparities in the imposition of the death penalty. We 

began collecting data in early 2011, and the study will be completed  

by 2013. 

Similarly, the Commission continued its work to improve the quality of 

indigent defense in Pennsylvania. We played a key role in the recent 

indigent defense study by the Pennsylvania Joint State Government 

Commission. Our members are now poised to help launch a statewide 

coalition to educate the public and legislators about the need for the 

long-lasting reforms recommended in the study. 

and Criminal Justice is only one of our committees. The Commission’s 

five others have equally compelling stories to tell about seeking fair- 

ness in our justice system. Each year, the Commission issues a report 

to share these stories and the accomplishments being made every  

day across the Commonwealth. 

The Commission welcomed three new members and said fare- 

well to two long-serving colleagues this year. The Honorable  

Kim Berkeley Clark of the allegheny County Court of Common  

Pleas, attorney Robert Listenbee, chief of the Juvenile Unit of  

the Philadelphia Defender association, and attorney Harold Dunbar  

of the Pennsylvania attorney General’s Office are now on board  

and have already made excellent contributions to our work. We also 

recognize the fine work of two Commission members whose terms 

expired this year: The Honorable Ida K. Chen, who served as chair of the 

Interpreter Services Committee, and Samuel Tyrone Cooper, III, who 

served on the Equal Opportunity and Diversity Committee. We thank 

them both for their dedicated service. 

and we thank you for your support of The Commission for Fairness. 

Please visit our website often for updates on the Commission’s  

role in creating an integrated approach to human trafficking in Penn- 

sylvania—one of the topics covered in this annual report—and all 

current initiatives.

Lisette M. McCormick, Esq.
Executive Director

Sarah Breslin, Esq., Staff attorney (left),  
and Janet Bollers, Paralegal (right), with 
Lisette M. McCormick

Honorable Pedro a. Cortés

Lisette M. McCormick

The Honorable Ronald D. Castille  
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court  
of Pennsylvania

The Honorable Pedro a. Cortés, Chair
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SouRCe lIStInGS  

National Report on Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking: America’s Prostituted  
Children, Shared Hope International

Women in the Profession 2006–2011 Report Cards, pennsylvania Bar Association

national Conference of State legislatures

Interpreter program, Administrative office of pennsylvania Courts

“Killer Costs,” The Morning Call and pennsylvania Department of Corrections

Report of the National Right to Counsel Committee, the Constitution project

Read more in the annual report online.

Members of The Commission for Fairness share an unguarded  
moment. Appointed by the majority and minority parties of the  
Pennsylvania House and Senate, the Governor’s office, and the Supreme 
Court, members dedicate countless hours to the Commission each  
year in service to their fellow Pennsylvanians.  Read more about their  
work on the Commission’s new website.

http://www.pa-interbranchcommission.com
http://www.thoughtformdesign.com/web/site/
http://www.richardkelly.com/
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